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DAILY BRIEF 

A 

1. THE COMMUNIST BLOC 
Communist China - Alg_eria: Communist China plans to 

give the Algerian rebel goverlnment $3,000,000 worth of arms 
and- ammunition, "provisions" valued at $1,000,000, and $1,- 
000,000 in "foreign currency," 

H
l 

Th
\ 

e arms possibly include 
light weapons of US manufacture as requested by the Algerian 
rebel mission which visited Peiping in December. Deliveries 
may be made through the United Arab Republic, which in the 
.past has often a ' ' ms supplies for the A1 
gerian rebels. (Page 1) 

I I. ASIA -AFRICA 

Iran-USSR: @he Shah is enraged by the stron ublic at- 

s r qb ves a e oviet Union's tough propaganda 
campaign against the Shah may have considerable internal re- 
percussions and has again asked for American support and guar- 
anteeszfl 

A A 

\(Page 2)
W 

UAR-USSR: Nasir's 21 February speech in Cairo con- 
cerned largely domestic and Arab affairs, but it also reflec 
his preoccupation with Soviet relations. The recent letters - 

changed between Nasir and Khrushchev show that both are di- 
rectly interested in containing their differences and consequent- 
ly are likely to make further appropriate gestures in that direc- 
tion. However, their divergent policies, including those toward 
Iraq, are likel to continue creating problems in their relation- 
ship. 3> 

""6?-S'E€RE-'F 

/ ' 

l 

yr 

85 P , 
tack made on him by Khrushchev on 17 February. Iranian Prime 
Mini te E al belie th tth S
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Lebanon: Arrangements are being worked out for high- 

level Lebanese-UAR discussions, possibly between President 
Shihab and Nasir. Increased UAR clandestine activity is a 
threat to Lebanon's-precarious security situation,and Lebanese 
awareness of this may be the reason why Beirut is interested 
in di u ' ith UAR offi ‘al hi h uld ' sc ssions W ci s, w c co o 
while Nasir and his entourage are in Damascus. I <P 6 4> ag 

*Cambodia:CGovernment troops have seized the head- 
quarters in northwestern Cambodia of General Dap Chhuon, 
chief plotter against the regime of Premier Sihanouk. Chhuon 

. 
fled with some of his supporters. This action follows a declara 
tion of dissidence a ainst the Sih o k ' 

t D Ch- g _ 

an u regime sen by ap W huon to King Suramarit formalizing the de facto break that had existed between Chhuon and Sihanouk for some time.
7 

ary has been postponed, possibly until 3 March. Tension re- L 

mains h’ h however and o erful nt ti l b ig , , p w pla _a ‘on a or unions ar 
_ reported willing to join Colombo's urban workers when they 

strikegl
\ 

Somalia: Violence is anticipated during elections for a 
legislative assembly in the Italian trust territory of Somalia 
from 4 through 8 March. The 90-member assembly selected 
will draft the constitutio a d k oth ' 

f
' n n ma e er preparations or in- 

dependence in 1960. The opposition party, boycotting the elec- 
0/htion in protest against questionable electoral methods employed by the Somali Youth League--the ruling party--may engage in 

violence, including attacks on foreigners and destruction of for- 
eign ipstallations. Poli e of the threat and are taking 
emergency measures. 6) 

Moroccozljgflbdelkhalek Torres, an important nationalist 
leader and Moroccan ambassador to Cairo, intends to resign 
and return to active politics. Torres’ decision probably has 
the approval of the King, who may look on him as a conserva W tive and as an acceptable future premier. ' Premier Ibrahim ha 
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ern Morocco If he fails he may try to reconstitute the Islah, 
h1S former art , which had a wide following 1n the North.S (Page 7) 

*USSR=-Pakistan: Ex Soviet threat to fly three IL-14. transport 
aircraft from Kabul to New Delhi via Lahore on 22 February 
across a prohibited. area near Peshawar in northern West Pak-- 
istan failed to develop. After the Pakistanis refused the Soviet 
request and. stated that appropriate action would be taken agains 
the aircraft, two Soviet IL—14's flew the authorized. air corridor 
without incident on 23 February. Pakistan will probabl se thi 
potential incident to support its contention that it canno and A 

firmly with the West and defy the USSR if it does not receive ade~ 
quate economic and military assistance from the United States} 

l _ >
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‘gwanted Torres to remain in Cairo, but was presumably over- 
ruled by the King. An adherent of the Istiqlal party's right wing, z 

which is still struggling with the left wing for party control, 
Torres will try to strengthen the right wing's following in north-
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I. THE COMMUNIST BLOC 

Communist Chinese Arms Aid to Algerian Rebels 

‘the Chinese Communist 
Government had decided. to supply the Algerian "Provisional 
Government" with $5,000,000 worth of military aid and money. 
The Chinese Foreign Ministry said the grant is to include 
$3,000,000 wo ' ' -Q ' 

manufacture. 

the Algerians had requested China's help in procuring arms 
of US manufacture and that the Chinese had approved the supply 
of a limited number of light weapons. The Chinese gift also will 
include $1,000,000 worth of provisionswpossibly auxiliary mil- 
itary and medical equipment==-and $1,000,000 in foreign currency 
Wpossibly sterling or US dollars.

\ 

Peiping faced a "great problem" in transporting the arms-—
‘ 

probably meaning the problem of shipping the arms to the UAR, 
Peiping stipulated in December that the supply of arms to the 
Algerian rebels was contingent on the UAR's agreement to deliver 
the arms to the rebels after China had. first transported the mas 
teriel to the UAR. Cairo in the past has frequently acted as the 
middleman in buying and transshipping arms to the Algerian 
rebels. 

\ \ 
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II. ASIAQAFRICA 

Iranian-Soviet Relations Bec_oming Increasingly Strained 

LThe Iranian Government, while maintaining a tough public 
posture, is becoming worried over possible domestic and fore 
eign repercussions from the sharp and continuing Soviet propm 
aganda attack since the Soviet-Iranian discussions ended in 
anger on 10 February. Prime Minister Eqbal is appealing for 
strong public assurances from Lond.on and Washington. He has 
asked for statements to the effect that Iran's security and ins 
tegrity are of primary importance and that Soviet aggression 
against Iran would not be tolerated. Eqbal believes such supe 
port of the regime ulould bolster Iranian morale and discourage 
antigovernment activity. He also suggests that foreign praise 
of Iran's evolutionary social and economic progress and potent: 
tial would be beneficialj 

[Eqbal's concern over the worsening situation is further em.- 
phasized by his claim that Soviet Ambassador Pegov is spread=- 
ing the warning around Tehran= -among both Iranians and the dip-= 
lomatic corpse-that if Iran signs the proposed. bilateral agreement 
with the United States, the Soviet Union will occupy Azerbaijan in 
northwest Iran. At a UAR Embassy reception on 22 February, 
however, Pegov denied that he had made such a statement. Eqbal 
says he regards Pegov's threat as "purely bluff" but fears such 
propaganda will arouse fear and concern among the Iranian peo-= 
ple. Eqbal also maintains that Moscow has established a special 
agent training school near the western Soviet-Iranian border for 
purposes of stirring up activity against the Shah§) 

Gfhe Shah, who is enraged over K'hrushche"v's recent tough 
personal attacks against him and his family, is threatening to 
break diplomatic relations with the USSR unless a public apology 
is forthcoming. Ambassador Wailes believes it is very unlikel 
however, that the Shah will actually go to this 
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Nasir's Anniversary Speechyiny Cairo 

Nasir's Cairo speech commemorating the first anniversary 
of the union between Syria and Egypt emphasized his great con- 
cern with the unsettled conditions in Syria. He extolled the bene- 
fits and achievements of the regime in Syria since the union--land. 
distribution, development projects, increased. education oppor- 
tunities, and exploitation of natural resources. Continual refer- 
ence was made to Arab nationalism's mission to bring about "so- 
cial revolution"--including both political and social democracy. 

However, Nasir gave no hope to those who desire the rebirth 
of political parties, which he described as vestiges and tools of 
the former "imperialist" rule in the Arab states. As a sop to 
politically conscious Syrians, Nasir said. a National Union would 
be organized. immediately in Syria along the lines of its mono- 
lithic counterpart in Egypt. He promised elections in the near 
future to choose members for the executive committees of the 
Syrian and Egyptian National Unions; the committees will have 
the task of organizing the "social revolution." 

Nasir also made his usual review of the Arab and interna- 
tional situations. The Baghdad Pact received a standard blast. 
Israel was treated. in the context of increased Jewish emigra- 
tion from the Soviet bloc--a "threat" he dismissed by quoting 
Izvestia's denunciation of Western reports that the USSR might 
permit some of its 3,000,000 Jews to leave for Israel. 

Nasir referred to the ticklishproblem of UAR-Soviet rela- 
tions by mentioning Khrushchev's reaffirmation of Soviet sup- 
port for the UAR in his reply of 20 February to a letter from 
Nasir. This and the Izvestia article reflected the Soviet lead- 
er’s desire to prevent "ideological" differences from undermin- 
ing governmental relations. Khrushchev's letter, which said 
Cairo's attitude toward Communism is solely an internal UAR 
matter, and the Izvestia. article on Jewish emigration probably 
were timed. to influence Nasir's speeches during the UAR anni- 
versary celebrations. These conciliatory gestures may also 
have been timed to counter any possible adverse effects on Soviet- 
UAR relations of President Tito's visit to Cairo and Damascus. I 

Despite the Soviet assurances and Nasir's conciliatory ref- 
erence to Iraq, it is doubtful that the struggle between the UAR 
and the Soviet Union for control in Iraq will be affected. 1 

-66NF+BE-N-'!1l+\-I.- 
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Lebanese President May Meet Nasir 
Arrangements are being made for high-level Lebanese- 

UAR discussions, possibly between President Shihab and Nasir 
and perhaps during the UAR President's visit to Damascus this 
week. Shihab apparently has become alarmed at the clandes- 
tine activities of UAR agents which are threatening to upset 
Lebanon's precarious security situation. 

the 
LBLGIIGSG "Popular Resistance,"za rebel paramilitary organiza- 
tion active during last summer's rebellion, has fallen under the 
control of UAR intelligence operating from Damascus. COne 
Lebanese Moslem leader is said to have warned Shihab that 
agents from Syria are inciting tribesmen in northern Lebanon, 
and Ambassador McClintock reported on 27 January that. the 
Syrians are supplying them with arms] Caravans of arms com- 
ing from Syria have been reported in southern Lebanon also, 
while\ 

\ 

the Lebanese Army 
intercepted a-~ convoy of six trucks carrying arms to the Pop- 
ular Resistance in the Biqa Valley during late January. On 
22 February rioting between anti- and pro-Nasir par isans

l flared up in Beirut and required army intervention. éfhe Leb 
anese Army is said to be disgusted with UAR interference and 
may have brought pressure on Shihab for the meeting; 

- Pro-UAR ex-President Bashara al-Khouri, who was de- 
posed in 1952, has begun a campaign to undermine the weak 
Shihab regime in the hope that he will succeed to the presidency. 
Other Moslem political leaders are presently engaged in a power 
struggle which is giving the ‘pro-UAR Baath and the Communists 
an opportunity to build up support among the masses. Nearly all 
factions, including that of ex- President Chamoun, expect new 
parliamentary elections next summer or fall and are busily build- 
in u their "war chests" of arms and money. Syrian police fihave expressed an almost pathological desire to exterm- 
inate the nti-Communist and anti-Nasir Social National party in 
Lebanom? 

\

- 
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Lamooaian troops seize D1?E‘\l16ni:'S Headquarters 
[Cambodian Government troops have seized Siem Reap, 

the headquarters in northwestern Cambodia of ‘General Dap 
Chhuon, chief plotter against the regime of Premier Sihanouk. 
(Ihhuon fled with some of his supportersj 

[This action follows a declaration of dissidence against 
the Sihanouk regime sent by Chhuon to King Suramarit, formal- 
izing the de facto break that had existed for some time between 
Chhuon and Sihanouk. Chhuon apparently had hoped to intimi- 
date the government into a negotiated settlement of differences, 
although he was continuing preparations for an uprising with 
clandestine assistance from South Vietnam. His terms for 
calling off such a move had included Sihanouk‘s withdrawal from 
politics and the replacement of Cambodia's neutrality policy . 

with a strongly anti-Communist posture.) 

(The royal army's‘ swift reaction in dispatching an armored 
convoy from Phnom Penh during the night of 21 Februar - 
arentl achieved almost com lete sur rise P Y P . 

\ 

fitwo South Vietnamese 
officers were captured in Chhuon's house and that "most" of 
Chhuon's headquarte cooperated with the 
government force} 

{The government is also reinforcing its eastern frontier 
against the threat of a diversionary move by South Vietnam, 
which had been readying dissident bands in the border area to 
intervene on Chhuon's behalf; 

24 Feb 59 CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE BULLETIN Page 5 

Approved for Release: 2020/02/21 C03023207



f"vI'i.Q-€-Ii" 
Approved for Release: 2020/02/21 C03023207 

Rioting May Occur During March Legislative 
Elections in Somalia 

Police officials in the Italian trust territory of Somalia 
fear that violence, including attacks on American and Euro- 
pean interests, may erupt in connection with legislative 
elections from 4 to 8 March. Rumors alleging that the pro- 
Egyptian, opposition Greater Somalia League" (GSL) plans to 
attack Italian, American, and Ethiopian personnel and facil- 
ities appear to be an exaggeration. However, party president 
Hagi Mohammed Hussein admitted to police that hotheads might 
resort to violence, but he denied that a recent party congress 
resolved to use every means, including bloodshed, to ensure 
success of its election boycott. 

The circumstances surrounding these important elections 
suggest that both the opposition and the ruling Somali Youth 
League (SYL) may resort to sporadic terrorism. The March 
elections will determine which party will write Somalia's con- 
stitution, select its form of government, and guide the new 
state after its scheduled independence in December 1960. The 
Somali Youth League, presently of pro-Western orientation, 
has already used its control of the police and administration 
to hamper the oppositi0n's registration and to jail several of 
its leaders.

A 

The expected lopsided Youth League majority--already 
assured of at least 55 of the 90 seats-—may itself cause the 
party grave difficulties. A lack of legislative opposition will 
favor the re-emergence of bitter tribal animosity within the 
governing coalition and probably be reflected in the police and 
administrative staffs. Furthermore, the questionable election 
methods employed by the SYL will furnish opposition groups and 
their UAR sponsor excellent propaganda material. Such charges 
of corruption could play a significant role in 1960 when the United 
Nations will discuss the procedure for termination of the trus- 
teeship preparatory to complete independence. 

-SEGRET“ 
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Lfloroccan Leader Returns to is-enter Politics 
_ .’ .. 

Qkbdelkhalek Torres, leader of the nationalist Islah party 
whic 0 merged with the ruling Istiqlal party in 1956, intends to 
resign as Moroccan ambassador to Cairo and return to active 
politics. Ostensibly an Istiqlal neutral but publicly siding with 
Allal el~= Fassi in the latter's struggle with left=wing dissidents 
for control of the party, Torres plans to rebuild his personal 
following in northern Morocco, where anti-Istiqlal tribal dis- 
orders have occurred during the past five months. He also in- 
tends to enlarge his following in other areas. He claims that 
in the as—yet-unscheduled. municipal elections he isvcertain of 
at least 25 percent of all municipal assembly seatsfl 

{Torre-s‘ return to politics, opposed by left-wing Istiqlal 
Premier Ibrahim, apparently has the approval of King Mohamed V 
who is concerned about instability in northern Morocco. Torres 
is reported to have demanded as his price for cooperation with 
the right wing a free hand in northern Morocco, early convocation 
of the postponed Istiqlal party congress, and adoption of 'a pos- 
itive program, Should these conditions not be met, he probably 
would. reconstitute the Islah party, which would further fragmen- 
tize Istiqlal and encourage a multiplicity of parties. The King, 
who has resisted past Istiqlal attempts to install a one -party po- 
litical system, seems to favor a two-party rather than a multi- 
party system and for that reason may not have sanctioned at 
this time the desire of many Torres followers to break away

0 

from Istiqlal}; 

fihe King apparently discussed with Torres during an andr- 
ience on 11 February the possibility of succeeding Premier 
Ibrahim, whose cabinet was installed. in December as a stop=- 
gap measure and was specifically charged with holding early 
municipal elections. American Ambassador Yost believes 
Torres is generally friendly to the West and would make a sat- 
isfactory premier. If invested as premier, Torres probably 
would follow the policy of his predecessors and demand the 
evacuation of foreign troops, including the American basesffl 
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